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AN ACT 
 
     1  Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
     2     Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for lawyer 
     3     referral service civil immunity. 
 
     4     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
     5  hereby enacts as follows: 
     6     Section 1.  Title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated 
     7  Statutes is amended by adding a section to read: 
     8  § 8340.1.  Lawyer referral service civil immunity. 
     9     (a)  General rule.--A lawyer referral service or employee 
    10  thereof who, in good faith, refers a potential client to a 
    11  lawyer for legal services shall not be liable for civil damages 
    12  as a result of acts or omissions by the lawyer to whom the 
    13  potential client was referred. 
    14     (b)  Presumption of good faith.-- 
    15         (1)  For the purpose of any civil proceeding, the good 
    16     faith of a lawyer referral service or employee thereof shall 
    17     be presumed. 
    18         (2)  Paragraph (1) shall not apply if a lawyer referral 
    19    service or employee thereof, while making a referral,  
    20    has knowledge of and fails to disclose to the potential  
    21    client the nature or existence of any final public  
    22    disciplinary action taken by The Disciplinary Board of the  
    23    Supreme Court of Pennsylvania or another State licensing  
    24    agency within the past three years.of which the lawyer  
    25    referral service or employee thereof has knowledge.  
    26    which the lawyer referral service or employee thereof has  
    27    knowledge.  
    28         (3)  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (2), a 
    29    lawyer referral service or employee shall not be required to 
    30    disclose a disciplinary proceeding taken against a lawyer 
    31    which results in private disciplinary action or a dismissal of all  
    32   disciplinary charges no disciplinary action against the lawyer. 
    33     (c)  Definitions.--As used in this section, the following 
    34  words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this  
    35   subsection: 
    36   "Good faith."  The term includes, but is not limited to, a 
    37  reasonable belief that a lawyer to whom a potential client is 
    38  referred is qualified to adequately satisfy the legal needs of 
    39  the potential client engage in the practice of law in the Commonwealth of  
    40  Pennsylvania. 
    41   "Lawyer referral service."  A person, group of persons, 
    42  association, nonprofit organization or entity that refers or causes the 
    43  direct or indirect referral of a potential client to a lawyer 
    44  drawn from a specific group or panel of lawyers. 
    45   Section 2.  This act shall take effect in 60 days. 
 
 
 
 


